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Dr. Sherwin Shinn : Confessions of a Modern Dentist  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Confessions of a Modern Dentist: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. SerendipityBy Rebecca BilderbackIn this book, his story 
described love, happiness, and determination. He discussed personal experiences that scarred him for life, but 
serendipity played a role and helped him find his loving wife and discover his career as a dentist. He discussed his life 
as he struggled through dental school with his wife and two children. There were stories about working as the staff 
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dentist at a community clinic and proceeding on to open his own practice. He discussed the transition and made it clear 
that it isn't easy to just start your own practice. Dr. Shinn spent some time substituting at the Seattle/King County Jail 
as a dentist. His practice started slow, he split up the day to incorporate a variety of patients. He was able to see 
children, patients in need of general dentistry, and oral surgery. He also offered inducements to people to come into his 
practice. Later on, Dr. Shinn discussed how he was able to find his happiness by providing healthcare, supplies and 
disease prevention education to remote areas of the world where there is little or no access to it, such as orphanages 
and refugee camps. I found this book to be inspirational. I'm in the process of applying to dental school in order to 
hopefully be able to help community in the future. However, after reading this book my eyes have been opened to 
possibility of being able to help others who are less fortunate outside of community yet still practice dentistry and not 
be limited to the local office.

These pages are filled with true stories of wild escapades, death-defying leaps of faith, unexpected accidents, 
embarrassing moments, crazy antics, uncommon knowledge, unusual people, and enlightening experiences all blended 
together in a way to give you cause to laugh and cry and wonder about the serendipity nature of life.

"For a detailed, humorous, entertaining, and inspiring look at his adventures and more, you can read his new 
book..." -- Dental Alumni Magazine, Winter/Spring 2001"Funny, uplifting, and heartwarming...follows the growth of 
a soul from rags to riches, profiling...a modern dentist." -- Sharing Ideas Magazine, April/May 2001About the 
AuthorDr. Shinn has been a practicing dentist for 27 years, and is the founder of the International Smile Power 
Foundation. He, his wife Jerri, and the Smile Power team, travel to remote areas of the world to provide emergency 
health care, supplies, and disease prevention education to those who have little or no access to it. Their many amazing 
experiences have taught them valuable lessons about life. This book is a way to share those lesson in a humorous, 
empowering and inspiring way. All the proceeds from the book go to provide health care for children all around the 
world. 


