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John McGuffin : In Praise of Poteen  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised In Praise of Poteen: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A delightfully informative book!By George B.I've learned a great 
deal, while smiling, enjoying every moment of the read, and have a new slant on the history and delightful details of 
the Good Olde Days of brewing one's own! I'd quickly recommend owning this book to anyone with an interest in 
history/folklore, etc0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy moe manFantastic book, giving a 
real sense of the culture that surrounded poitin in the past.

Bringing to life a legendary but little-known aspect of Irish history, this is a serious but by no means solemn study of 
illicit alcohol distilling in Ireland. It is a human and social document of unusual interest and a unique blend of folklore, 
economics, law, and, in its accounts of the inevitable conflicts between the revenue men and the poteen makers, 
tragicomedy. Neither romanticizing nor sentimentalizing the business, this study also includes background on the 
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mania for ether-inhaling that afflicted certain places and people. This witty collection of historical anecdotes, recipes, 
and verses also contains a section of old photographs, which bring their own atmosphere and authenticity to the story.

About the AuthorJohn McGuffin is a well-known wit in Ireland with a colorful history in journalism. He is the author 
of Last Orders, Please! 


