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Douglas Florian : in the swim  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised in the swim: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. BrilliantBy JPlayful and creative poems that are at least as fun for an 
adult to read as a child to hear. A couple of the poems don't really have that much information about the fish (which is 
a bit disappointing), but all of the poems are absolutely delightful. We bought this book for home, but it would work 
wonderfully in an elementary classroom for reading or science. I plan to buy more of the author's books!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. First Grade LoveBy oneluv2000I use this book to help teach poetry to my first 
graders. You can find a great lesson using this book on the Read Works website. My students love the poems and so 
do I!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. All about the sea!By Alma Owens -DelucchiGreat art work!

Grab your snorkel and splash along with outrageous underwater creatures!in the swim. Children will delight in the 
playful, witty language of twenty-one lively poems while they learn about their ocean and freshwater friends.

.com Even the most educated marine biologist could learn something from this whimsical, beautifully illustrated 
collection of 21 poems about sea life. Some of the poems are pure silly fun ("There are uglier fish than a blennie-- / 
But not many."), and others are gracefully infiltrated with animal facts ("Did you know the ocean's oysters / 
Sometimes change from girls to boysters?"). Douglas Florian, whose Beast Feast and On the Wing received high 
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praise, accompanies each of his delightful poems with a stunning watercolor painting. In addition to capturing the 
liquid blur of an underwater world, the illustrations incorporate subtle visual jokes; for example, the salmon are doing 
the high jump, and the seahorses are wearing saddles. It's no fish story--Florian's combination of intelligent, funny 
rhymes and rich, irresistible paintings will make a splash in your home! (Ages 3 and older)From School Library 
JournalK-Gr 3-Poems about ocean and freshwater fish by Douglas Florian.Copyright 1998 Cahners Business 
Information, Inc.From BooklistGr. 1^-4, younger for reading aloud. This collection of 21 original short poems features 
fresh-and saltwater critters such as the piranha, manatee, and rainbow trout. In the pattern established in Beast Feast 
1994) and On the Wing (1996), puns and wordplay make up the verbal humor while the equally absurd pictures carry 
out the idea. This witty intersection of poetry, art, and science will delight children and may inspire them to come up 
with their own creative ideas. Linda Perkins 


