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Ron Wiggins: lowa Nice: Genial Jokesfor a Gentle People before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised lowa Nice: Genial Jokes for a Gentle People:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Laugh Out Loud FunnyBy Oliver Bittmanl used to read Ron
Wiggins' column in the Palm Beach Post and he was consistently amusing and often funny enough that you would
hear people repeating him during the day.So when | saw this book at Barnes and Noble, | leapt on it. On arandom
page the first thing | read was: "Most of the people who wonder what ever happened to Tab Hunter livein lowa."My


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1456315781

companion wanted to know what | was reading that would so contort my features."A book of lowajokes," | said,
gasping."No, realy," she said.l handed it to her and she began to read the author's note on the back cover."He says he's
stereotyping lowans, but it's a good kind of stereotyping,” she said. "He hopes they won't be offended.”| say to heck
with lowans, it's Tab Hunter I'm worried about. This book is perfect throne-side reading. It would also be a great gift
item for anyone in your life whose idea of swearing is "darn tootin."It's 100 percent Wiggins, ie. hilarious, and if some
lowans find their feathers ruffled, they should just put down the chicken.If it weren't for Wiggins, they wouldn't get
any attention at all.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A walk thru awarm medow of humorBy Harry
W. Winkler Jr.lowa Nice isawonderful text with alisting of stories/accounts/jokes that will warm the heart, tickle
your funny bone, and take you on ajourney down aroad of humor that has no F words or references to minorities or
any political bent. Mr. Wiggins has done awonderful job of creating humor without offending anyone, especially if
you are from lowa. Thiswould be awonderful text for parents to share with their children to illustrate what real humor
isal about.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Funny (and Nice) BookBy Stephanie Alexanderl thought
that this book was really funny and has lots of original jokes. The coolest thing about this book, however, was the fact
that the jokes were positive (i.e., about how nice lowans can be) and so it shows us al that humanity can be funny
without being degrading. In sum, this book was both entertaining and uplifting and contributes positively to our
evolution and entertainment. | would recommend.

Sure, lowans are nice, but what else would you expect from Midwesterners who grew up minding their manners,
moms, scoutmasters, 4-H leaders, and earning perfect attendance Sunday School pins? Humorist Ron Wiggins saysit's
time to highlight Middle American values by creating a special category of jokes. Here they are: 150 original jokes
celebrating the "lowaness' of usall.

Q: How does adiner know when he has over-tipped an lowawaitress? A: She chases him down the street waving
money. A quick joke sureto get a chuckle. But faceit, there'sagrain of truth in there, too. Retired Florida newspaper
columnist Ron Wiggins has found the people of lowa so honest and so virtuous that he dedicated awhole joke book --
"lowa Nice -- Genia Jokes for a Gentle People" --that takes soft jabs at what we proudly call our Midwestern values.
"lowans are so unassuming they won't assume a 4 percent mortgage unless the bank throws in atoaster." It's afunny
observation by a Florida native who has no ties to the state and has visited here just three times. So what's the
attraction? "I just got tickled at the idea that some people truly exemplify American values, and that's lowa," Wiggins
said. His fascination started in 1979, when President Jimmy Carter was running for re-election. Wiggins saw a
headline that read "lowans excited by Jimmy Carter." The story led him to write a good-natured humorous column
about what excites lowans. The column was a hit with former lowans living in Florida and was picked up by lowa
media. Over the years, Wiggins wrote five or six more columns about how nice lowans are. For example, a story about
astudy that ranked lowa as the most stress-free state led to the following quip: "lowans are so unstressed, that to take
blood pressure doctors consult tide tables.” In the spirit of lowans' niceness, Wiggins keeps the jokes positive. During
his 33 years as a Palm Beach Post columnist, Wiggins said he tried to focus on positive stories. The same goes for the
book's jokes, many of which Wiggins wrote himself. "I don't like put-down humor. Aslong as it was good-natured
joshing, | thought it was OK," he said. Because we're so unassuming, we must ask again. Why lowa? Wiggins said he
just appreciates the values many of ustake for granted. "If you knew you were allittle better than everyone else, we
couldn't stand you. But you don't know it," he said. "I feel like I'm in touch with middle-American values. Y ou have
them, just with frostbite." It's harmless humor with which many lowans, heck, many Midwesterners, can identify.
Wiggins touches on common traits that make Midwesterners what we are. "It's fun to take a particular state that has
these virtues and see if we can make ajoke out of it," Wiggins said. Copyright 2011 Sioux City Journal. -- Sioux City
Journal 7 August 2011 Sioux City Journal 7 August 2011 Here are links to the three newspapers reviews of lowa Nice.
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