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Mary Dowling Daley : Irish Laws  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Irish Laws: 

9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Our Ancestors Lived by These Laws?By James Gallen"Irish Laws" 
is a delightful little book which cites sayings from the Brehon Laws. For centuries before the reign of Elizabeth I, the 
Brehons, Ireland's wandering jurists, heard cases and issued rulings settlong disputes. Many of their more interesting 
and humorous sayings are collected in this book. In it the reader gets a sense of how ancient Celtic societies resolved 
many of the disputes, the natures of many of which continue on to the present day. Some of the issues presented are 
humorous. Many of the entries call for fines or prices denominated in domestic animals. Others entries reflect 
problems which still plague our society. In this book we see that medical malpractice is not a plague limited to our 
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modern societies. One entry holds:"If the doctor heals your wound, but it breaks out anew because of his carelessness, 
neglect or gross want of skill, he must return the fee you paid. He must also pay you damages if he himself has 
wounded you."Entries such as this reflect the universality of human senses of justice.This small short book consists of 
pages, each headed by an illustration with a saying from the Brehon Law written below it.This book provides the 
reader with a charming read and an entertaining introduction into our Irish Heritage.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Wonderful Little Book!By RosieI have had this wonderful little book for years, and often make copies 
of various pages for friends to discuss the fascinating Brehon Laws of ancient Ireland. It is a very unique and lovely 
book about an esoteric subject. A great conversation starter!

As whimsical as the Irish themselves, these ancient Irish laws date back to the first century BC and are a testament not 
only to age-old traditions, but also to the Irish love of justice. Today these laws are appealing as much for their fair-
mindedness as for their offbeat humor and naive charm.


