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Mr. Michael A Raithel : It Only Hurts When I Hit  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised It Only Hurts When I Hit : 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Hits home for *this* computer nerdBy cjdingerI loved every one of 
Michael's poignant and humorous stories. When you work in any office, you're sure to encounter personalities and 
situations that feel awkward but are actually funny to talk about -- hence the popularity of "The Office." But when 
your workplace is populated by computer programmers, those stories take on a special meaning that computer nerds 
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(and the people who live/work with them) can truly appreciate. Many of the people in these stories are very familiar to 
me -- we've all met and worked with them, but this book allows us to see them in a different way.My favorite story 
was "Practical Math" -- only because it's exactly the type of situation I've seen develop among programmers. The nerd-
like personality is prone to fixate on seemingly inconsequential topics and take them WAY deeper than anyone would 
think possible..I loved the little things about this book -- the chapters numbered using binary, the clever chapter titles, 
the narratives that I think even non-programmers can easily follow, and even the playful treatment of the printed book 
format.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Any real programmer has met all of these people!By Ann 
Mariia RouseyGreat, quick read. If you've been coding for long, you know a Henry, you've had the interview from hell 
and you've played some pranks on co-workers. Some parts I had to read out loud to my husband (also a software 
developer) so he could laugh along with me.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great anthology of true 
on-the-job humorous stories.By Jim LoughlinAny one who has ever been a computer programmer will love this 
anthology of true on-the-job humorous stories.

Some days you're the one!And some days you're the zero.But no matter what, computer programmers always do their 
bit.In the real world of information technology, programmers can go from hero to zero in a nanosecond. Sometimes 
we are master pastry chefs, kneading, molding, and shaping fine data into intricate informational croquembouches for 
our clients' consumption. But many of us work in organizations where our users, co-workers, and managers seem to be 
operating in states of perpetual stack overflow. So all too often, we are dung beetles--gathering, shaping, and rolling 
heaping piles of dirty data into balls of muck that are buried deep within corporate data stores.This book contains 2**4 
true stories about programmers, geeks, and techies who labor in that sweetest of all workplaces, the space between the 
keyboard and the chair. Stories about: * Surviving the job interview from hell * Battling the office coffee machine * 
Pranking other programmers * Hunting down the mysterious bathroom snacker * Enduring the office bully 

From the AuthorIf you enjoy stories about computer programmers dealing with the real-life absurdities of coworkers, 
management, users, and organizations, then I am sure you will have fun reading this book.  Best of luck in all of your 
computer programming endeavors!----MMMMIIIIKKKKEEEE(Aka Michael A. Raithel)From the Back CoverSame 
verbiage as the "Product Description!"About the AuthorMichael A. Raithel works as a senior systems analyst for the 
premier contract research organization in the Washington, DC area. He has been a computer programmer in 
mainframe, UNIX, Linux, and Windows environments in both the commercial and government sectors since 1980. 
Michael has written five books on SAS software usage and is the author of more than 25 SAS technical papers.  He is 
a popular lecturer at SAS Global Forum, regional SAS conferences, and at local SAS users groups. A copy of his 
firstbook, Tuning SAS Applications in the MVS Environment, resides in the Smithsonian Institution of American 
History's Permanent Research Collection of Information Technology.Michael is a lifelong gym rat and avid runner.  
He has completed 10 marathons including the 2013 and 2014 Boston Marathons, the 2014 Tokyo Marathon, and the 
2015 London Marathon. He would have written a longer bio, but he had to run.You can follow Michael on LinkedIn, 
access all of his SAS publications via tinyurl.com/jkufjxx, or drop him a nice note at maraithel@gmail.com 


