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Kurt Vonnegut : Jailbird: A Novel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Jailbird: A Novel: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Jailbird, a very Vonnegut look into the morals of our modern 
economyBy Derick C. MarshKurt Vonnegut approaches vital themes as honestly as anyone with a wise whimsy that 
makes your mind grow and your heat warm. Jailbird is perhaps not as laugh-out-loud funny as, say, Breakfast of 
Champions, but it presents a very piercing argument and perspective within a wonderfully endearing tale. I suppose 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0385333900


my 4 stars is a relative rating for Vonnegut- I recommend this novel to everyone, especially youths (like me) who may 
benefit greatly from a beautiful man's words on our world today.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Does Walter Starbuck live?By Daniel SalazarA history of 20th century USA told by the son of immigrant laborers. 
The great Depression, the Cleveland massacre, Sacco and Vanzetti, WWII, Watergate and economic roller coasters are 
background for the journey of enlightenment. In the end we are left with the message that the only things of value are 
love, kindness and friendship. It would be great if every Starbucks would remind us of the lessons learned by its 
namesake.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John K FriedmanEspecially as Donald trump 
takes the oath of office, the story of the watergate felon is a balm.

Jailbird takes us into a fractured and comic, pure Vonnegut world of high crimes and misdemeanors in 
government—and in the heart. This wry tale follows bumbling bureaucrat Walter F. Starbuck from Harvard to the 
Nixon White House to the penitentiary as Watergate’s least known co-conspirator. But the humor turns dark when 
Vonnegut shines his spotlight on the cold hearts and calculated greed of the mighty, giving a razor-sharp edge to an 
unforgettable portrait of power and politics in our times.

“He has never been more satirically on-target. . . . Nothing is spared.”—People“[Vonnegut] is our strongest writer . . . 
the most stubbornly imaginative.”—John Irving  “A gem . . . a mature, imaginative novel—possibly the best he has 
written . . . Jailbird is a guided tour de force of America. Take it!”—PlayboyFrom the Inside FlapJailbird takes us into 
a fractured  and comic, pure Vonnegut world of high crimes and  misdemeanors in government. . .and in the heart.  
This wry tale follows bumbling bureaucrat Walter F.  Starbuck from Harvard to the Nixon White House to  the 
penitentiary as Watergate's least known  co-conspirator. But the humor turns dark when Vonnegut  shines his spotlight 
on the cold hearts and  calculated greed of the mighty, giving a razor-sharp  edge to an unforgettable portait of power 
and  politics in our times.From the Back Cover"He is our strongest writer . . . the most stubbornly imaginative." -- 
John Irving, author of The Cider House Rules."A gem. . . a mature, imaginative novel-possibly the best he has written. 
. . Jailbird is a guided tour de force of America. Take it!" -- Playboy 


