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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Inside the Heads of Two Ordinary WomenBYy g3 from the UPThis
novel takes you into the heads of two women who work together and who both face enormous practical, personality,
and psychological challengesin their young lives. These are ordinary people and reminded me of many women | have


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1940430291

known.Both have extensive internal conversations with themselves, know that their lives are screwed up, and struggle
with how to get themselves on a better track. One of the charactersis a negative, Debby Downer type, who hates her
life and projects all of her self-criticism out onto others who she really thinks are more together and happier. The other
isachirpy type who comes up with adifferent solution for fixing her life on aweekly basis. Debby Downer spends a
lot of energy being annoyed at the Chirpy, and the Chirpy spend alot of her time pretending that the bad things
happening to her (impounded car, long suspended driver's license, upcoming court hearing) are not happening and
lying to others about what is going on. Downer medicates with alcohol by compulsively getting blind drunk and then
maudlin every Saturday night; Chirpy gets a prescription for pain meds for her imaginary car accident, and uses them
to rise above her problems. Downer worries about having no friends but has nothing but criticism for every friendly
gesture Chirpy makes towards her.Y ou know people like this. | know people like this. There are alot of women who
live on these exhausting mental treadmills. | thought this book was an excellent treatment of the interior lives of these
women. There isno magical ending where both of them sort out all of their problems and life is good. Instead, the
reader is left having aslight bit of hope for Debby Downer, who seems to be making some progress towards exhibiting
amore positive view of life, and not much hope for Chirpy but an appreciation that despite it al, she seemsto be
doing an okay job of raising her son.| appreciated this realistic glimpse into the heads of ordinary women who
internalize so much.0 of O people found the following review helpful. PerfectBy Customerincredible dark comedy. All
I want is more.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy SSDark and delicious!

Megan, recently out of college and working a meaningless job as a gastroenterol ogist's secretary, openly hates all of
her friends for being happy and successful. She makes herself feel better by obsessively critiquing the behavior of her
coworker, Jillian, arapid cycling, grotesque optimist, whose downfall is precipitated by the purchase of a dog.

"Butler'saim is perfect, and her touch deft." - Publishers Weekly"A novel that reads like rubbernecking or ajunk-food
binge, compelling a horrified fascination and bleak laughter in the face of outrageously painted everyday sadness.” -
Kirkus s'Sublimely awkward and hilarious...It may be the feel-bad book of the year." - Chicago Tribune"lt's afrank
depiction of modern indecency, and areflection of a generation that lacks any shred of amoral compass.” - Electric
LiteratureAbout the AuthorHalle Butler livesin Chicago. Jillian is her first book.



