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Louis R. Franzini : Kids Who Laugh: How to Develop Your Child’s Sense of Humor  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Kids Who Laugh: How to Develop Your 
Child’s Sense of Humor: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I never would have thought of that...By SrpGreat not only for 
parents, but also for anyone who works with children. Contains many topics you never would have considered 
considering. I didn't agree with every view presented, but still found it valuable.3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. Our Pummeled KidsBy Jan GenoveseOur world is ravaged by conflict and our kids are bombarded 
with stress. Parents are completely frazzled. Dr. Franzini's book is a wonderful antidote to all the stress because it 
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addresses those quiet, marvelous moments we all share with the children in our lives--moments when you catch your 
breath and think, wow, surely there is hope for this tattered world after all. Humor serves as our deep connection to 
each other and if we can instill the ability to appreciate humor in our kids, we certainly must. This book will help 
everyone!3 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Not what I expected.By J. GoldThe cover and title of 
"Kids Who Laugh: How to Develop Your Child's Sense of Humor" really appealed to me, but the book was a 
disappointment. Didn't really deliver what the title promised.

While some children are born with an innate sense of humor, for most kids, humor is a learned behavior. Kids Who 
Laugh is the first book to examine the psychology of humor in children and explore the many benefits that this 
characteristic has to offer, including self-confidence, coping skills, creativity, self-control, and more. Most important, 
it offers the actual tools that parents can use to give their child the gift of laughter.

From Library JournalCentenarians often claim that "a sense of humor" contributed to their long lives. People who can 
laugh can also better endure life's ups and downs, find pleasure, cope with stress, and make life fun for those around 
them. Developing a sense of humor in kids takes effort, says clinical psychologist Franzini, but it's worth it. Describing 
how essential it is to nurture a sense of humor, Franzini gives specifics on what's amusing to infants, preschoolers, and 
older children. Peek-a-boo, for example, is great fun for infants, while second graders think the forbidden (e.g., the 
word underwear) is hilarious. The author distinguishes between hurtful and healthy humor, and he shows how to use 
humor in the classroom (while discouraging class clowns). Franzini has served as the president of Laughmasters and 
Toastmasters International Club. His is a thorough and convincing book. Perhaps readers obsessed with getting their 
child into the right preschool or moving up the social ladder will take a second look at their priorities. Linda Beck, 
Indian Valley P.L., Telford, PACopyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc. "Describing how essential it is to 
nurture a sense of humor, Franzini gives specifics on what's amusing to infants, preschoolers, and older children...a 
thorough and convincing book."  (Library Journal)About the Author Louis R. Franzini received his PhD in clinical 
psychology from the University of Pittsburgh. Currently, he is a professor of psychology at San Diego State University 
in California, where he has taught for over twentyfive years. 


