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Mara Altman : Thanks for Coming: One Young Woman's Quest for an Orgasm  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Thanks for Coming: One Young Woman's Quest for an 
Orgasm: 

16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Thanks for ComingBy Richard H. OpperI absolutely loved this 
book! Full disclosure: I'm a man. I was browsing the Kindle Store and happened upon a book about a woman's search 
for an orgasm. Don't ask what I was searching for. Okay, the subject matter piqued my interest. What could go wrong 
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with a book about a woman searching for an orgasm? Plenty, actually. It could be boring, like she was shopping for 
the perfect pair of pumps (shoes, that is). She could blame all her frustrations on men. She could be a lousy writer. 
What I found was an incredibly engaging, almost painfully honest, hilarious, insightful book about human relations - 
physical and otherwise. Two pages into it, I was already hooked. I also thought: funny, insightful, neurotic as hell, 
liberal, guilt ridden, self-effacing - she's gotta be Jewish! Her humor lured me in, but her insights are what really set 
the hook. I couldn't put it down. I was amazed at her courage; her journey bordered on the dangerous, and she was 
often on the wrong side of the border. But she pulled through, with me slavishly following her through each of her 
incredible adventures. It was a great trip, a great read. In the end, I understood her, women, and myself just a little bit 
better. And isn't that the most you could possibly hope for in a book?4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 
FunnyBy TinkerGI laughed so much my husband kept asking me what was so funny. Totally enjoyable reading with 
touching and humorous anecdotes about the young female experience... it brought back so many memories, good and 
embarrassing! I highly recommend this to others no matter your age (young adult and beyond), orientation or sex.2 of 
2 people found the following review helpful. Vini, vidi, vechiBy Thomas BowerAmusing romp through author's 
search for the elusive. Somewhat immature, predicable. Entertaining. Author clearly researched subject and had a 
wealth of personal experience.

By turns uproarious and touching, the memoir of a young woman's search for an orgasm—and for the elusive 
connections between sex and loveTwenty-six-year-old Mara Altman wanted to know what all the screaming was 
about. She'd lost her virginity at seventeen; grown up in southern California with sexually free parents; had lovers in 
India, Burma, and Peru; and spent a year in Bangkok observing all manner of depravity. And yet she was an attractive, 
successful, single woman in New York who'd never had an orgasm.And so she embarked on a wildly funny, 
emotionally resonant odyssey—a journey both inside and outside herself—only to discover that, for Mara, orgasm was 
connected to a part of her that no vibrator could reach. Thanks for Coming is one woman's look at our obsession with 
and anxiety over the female orgasm. Her quest to get her own yields poignant results that will surprise even the 
sexually awakened among us. From sex shows to sex conventions, from a therapist's couch to her own couch, from the 
bedroom to the bar, Mara Altman proves to be a guide as hilarious as she is investigative.

About the AuthorMara Altman received her M.S. in journalism from Columbia University in 2005. A former staff 
writer at the Village Voice, she has also written for the New York Times and New York. She lives in Brooklyn. 


