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Craig Childs : The Animal Dialogues: Uncommon Encounters in the Wild  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Animal Dialogues: Uncommon Encounters in the Wild: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An excellent read for nature loversBy Jane R.An excellent read for 
nature lovers. Craig Childs is a gifted writer. He is generally understated, lyrical, thoughtful, and elegant.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Dexone of my favorite books ever0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. You must buy this book!By Mare the BearI don't think I've enjoyed a nonfiction book quite as much as 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0316066478


I did this one. Me being a hiker made it all the more relevant. I also bought the book for my son-in-law who climbs 
and mountain bikes. The author's respect for the animal world was very impressive.

THE ANIMAL DIALOGUES tells of Craig Childs' own chilling experiences among the grizzlies of the Arctic, sharks 
off the coast of British Columbia and in the turquoise waters of Central America, jaguars in the bush of northern 
Mexico, mountain lions, elk, Bighorn Sheep, and others. More than chilling, however, these stories are lyrical, 
enchanting, and reach beyond what one commonly assumes an "animal story" is or should be. THE ANIMAL 
DIALOGUES is a book about another world that exists alongside our own, an entire realm of languages and 
interactions that humans rarely get the chance to witness.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . In these eloquent essays, naturalist and adventurer Childs (House of Rain) describes 
some of his extraordinary experiences with creatures—from wasps, red-spotted toads and hummingbirds to grizzly 
bears, coyotes and jaguars. Seeking entrée into animal societies, he interprets messages left in marks on the ground 
and in scents on leaves and trees, and communicates with animals directly using their own language of stares, gestures, 
postures, sounds, scents and gaits. He goes looking for animals alone in hazardous wilderness areas—tracking 
mountain goats in Colorado's Gore Range or surprising a secret society of ravens in a canyon in Utah. Always longing 
to be at one with animals, he is not afraid to climb an aspen to see the world from a porcupine's perspective, run with a 
herd of elk or wonder how it would feel to jump from a plane and fly with a bald eagle. Childs's captivating essays, 
rich in sensuous imagery (the porcupine looks like a mop, a bundle of ponderosa pine needles, a mobile hairstyle), are 
hauntingly beautiful and replete with evocative observations of animal life. 42 bw illus. (Dec. 12) Copyright © Reed 
Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.About the AuthorCraig Childs -- naturalist, 
adventurer, desert ecologist, and frequent contributor to National Public Radio's Morning Edition -- lives in Crawford, 
Colorado. His previous books include House of Rain, The Way Out, The Secret Knowledge of Water and Soul of 
Nowhere. 


