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Maribeth R Ditmars : The Bald-Headed Princess: Cancer, Chemo, and Courage  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Bald-Headed Princess: Cancer, Chemo, and 
Courage: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Bald-Headed PrincessBy LCThe Bald-Headed Princess: This 
will be useful to the group I belong to. We make quilts for cancer patients and include a book in the package.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Wonderful resourceBy Tasha LCSWI bought 2 copies of this book to share 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1433807386


with an adolescent that was going through Chemo and the book gave me insight to the issues she was facing and 
provided her with a cute story she could relate.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. and instantly fell in 
love with itBy Jonny Bmy daughter first heard about this book from the school library, and instantly fell in love with it!

What is a girl with cancer to do? Will her friends still want to hang out with her now that she has cancer? Can she play 
soccer? How will she deal with being out of school? Discover with Isabel that having cancer doesn't have to change 
who she is. Her strength and courage, and sense of humour, helps carry her through it all.

From BooklistWhen 11-year-old soccer whiz Isabel is diagnosed with leukemia, her world suddenly shifts from the 
playing field to the hospital. It’s difficult to deal with the details of treatment, though her family, the hospital staff, and 
her fellow patients provide welcome support. Still, she can’t help worrying about how her best friend, who’s away at 
camp, will react. In a first-person narrative, Isabel records her thoughts and emotions as she goes through chemo; deals 
with its attendant miseries, from nausea to baldness; and comes out on the other side. Ditmars, whose son died of 
leukemia, provides a close-up look at cancer through the eyes of a young person. Although characters are not well 
developed, the story shows what a young cancer patient might endure, both physically and emotionally, between her 
initial diagnosis and her remission party. Though undeniably purposeful in the writing, this short first novel will serve 
a useful purpose for many readers. Grades 4-7. --Carolyn PhelanAbout the AuthorMaribeth Ditmarslives in Sarasota, 
Florida, and is an elementary school teacher. Her son, Christopher, died of leukemia in 2001. Since then, Maribeth, 
together with her family—Bob, Jarrod, and Erin—speaks in memory of Christopher and fundraises for cancer 
treatment and to support affected families everywhere. 


