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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Debating Bayou City SportsBy Eric MayforthHouston's professional 
and college sports teams have provided many memorable moments over the past half-century. There have been several 
near-misses and disappointments, but there were also the back-to-back NBA titles that the Rockets won in 1994 and 
1995. In "The Best Houston Sports Arguments," author Jose de Jesus Ortiz sifts through some of the most common 
debates that Bayou City sports fans engage in.Ortiz looks back at the history of the Astros, Rockets, and Texans, 
offering his opinions about players, coaches and managers, venues, announcers, owners, front offices, and draft picks, 
and recalls some of the most important games, teams, and individual performances in the city's sports history. The 
author also looks at local college sports and briefly covers other sports in the area.The book was written in 2007, 
meaning that some opinions about controversies, heroes and villains, and overrated and underrated figures seem dated 
nearly a decade later. Those of us who thought even in 2006 that the Texans made the right choice in taking Mario 
Williams with the first pick in that year's NFL draft will find the author's strong disagreement on that score the 
weakest of his arguments.The one quibble I had with the book was that the football section talked almost exclusively 
about the Texans' brief history up through 2007. The Oilers are mentioned in the book only sparingly and the section 
on football would have been much better had it included more recollections on their tenure in the city.I moved to 
Houston in 1994 after college, when I already had my rooting allegiances formed. I still found the book interesting and 
engaging, and even though the book is nearly a decade old I imagine that any sports fan native to the area who roots 
for the local franchises would find "The Best Houston Sports Arguments" a worthwhile read.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Looking backBy ACWhile the book is a nice conversation starter I think the author would 
have changed a few things if he wrote it in 2010 as opposed to 2007. He brings up the Bush/Young/ Williams 
"controversy" a number of times and looking back the Texans made a better choice. He should have waited a few 
years before commenting on such recent events. So if you want to spark an argument using events from 2006 and 
earlier then it's a good book. Other wise skip it and make your own arguments.

100 great sports debates for each city-from who was the best coach to what was the best play of all time.The perfect 
gift for sports fans-the series that's sweeping the nation, and is already a hit in Boston, Chicago and New York.The 
best debates for rabid fansThe Best Sports Arguments gives each city or region all the best arguments of their 
hometown teams, with expert answers from top sports media figures. In fact, the Best Sports Arguments series is the 
#1 sports debates series on the market! Why?-Each book features 100 debates, the most of any series!-Each city's book 
is written by authors well-known in the region, leading to fan recognition and media interest.-They make perfect gifts 
for sports fans of any age.-And the debates go on!

From the Back CoverWho's the best? Who's the worst? Every Houston fan knows that the only thing better than 
watching sports is arguing about them-picking the best, the worst and who will come out on top. And no city tears its 
sports teams apart like we do in the Lone Star State. Veteran sportswriter and Houston Chronicle baseball writer Jose 
de Jesus Ortiz takes you inside the 100 best debates in Houston sports. Covering the Astros, Texans, Rockets and 
beyond, every question you want to debate is here-as well as a few surprises. Is Houston a football town or a baseball 
town? Was Roger Clemens a savior or a traitor? Did the Texans fail David Carr or did Carr fail the Texans? What 
happened to Brad Lidge? Can Yao be as great as Hakeem? Are the 1982??83 University of Houston Cougars the 
greatest team to never win a title? About the AuthorJose de Jesus Ortiz has been covering baseball for the Houston 
Chronicle since 2001. A former reporter for the Newark Star-Ledger and the Long Beach Press-Telegram, Ortiz is the 
author of Houston Astros: Armed and Dangerous, and his work has been honored as Notable Sportswriting in The 
Best American Sportswriting. Ortiz lives with his wife and daughters in Kingwood, Texas. 


