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C.D. Rose: TheBiographical Dictionary of Literary Failure before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Biographical Dictionary of Literary Failure:

0 of O people found the following review helpful. Notable Failures!By Lloyd KlinedinstProving Chesterton's (1
believe) adage that if athing's worth doing, it's worth doing badly. | don't mean this book, but the books whose authors
this book 'dictionaries (can this noun be verbalized (pun intended)?).0 of O people found the following review helpful.
Sad, funny, and (for would-be authors) soberingBy Thomas J. BreenThisis a strange, splendid little book that uses
fictional biographiesto explore the largest body of writersin history: the unsuccessful ones. Ranging across time and
place, Rose considers authors who could never get past great first sentences, writers whose commitment to authenticity


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1612194621

led them to crime, scribes who vanished after black magic rituals gone wrong, and awriter who simply didn't want to
get out of bed. By turns funny, sad, and (for prospective writers, anyway) sobering, this book is worth your time.0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. Literary funBy Peter J. OrvettiThisis the sort of frivolous literary fun that
will appeal to fans of the annual Bad Hemingway Competition or those annual lists of the worst single sentencesin
fiction. The author tells the sad tale of a group of fictional writers throughout history and from around the world who
failed to make it big, whether due to chance, neurosis, or simple lack of talent. Any literature lover will have afew fun
hours with this book.

A darkly comic, satirical reference book about writers who never made it into the literary canonA signal event of
literary scholarship, The Biographical Dictionary of Literary Failure compiles the biographies of historys most notable
cases of acomplete lack of literary success. As such, it isthe worlds leading authority on the subject.Compiled in one
volume by C. D. Rose, awell-educated person universally acknowledged in parts of England as the worlds pre-
eminent expert on inexpert writers, the book cullsits information from lost or otherwise ignored archives scattered
around the globe, as well as the occasional dustbin.The dictionary amounts to a monumental accomplishment: the
definitive appreciation of historys least accomplished writers. Thus immortalized beyond deserving and rescued from
hard-earned obscurity, the authors presented in this historic volume comprise a whos who of the talentless and
deluded, their stories timeless litanies of abject psychosis, misapplication, and delinquency.lt is, in short, atreasure.

Rose writes with wit, playfulness and an impressive knowledge... An author to reckon with, one whom Borges and
Max Beerbohm would have admired... We havent heard the last of C.D. Rose.Washington PostNuanced... Though the
vignettes are fictional, most are entertaining and al could serve as warnings to anyone thinking of taking up the
literary life."Wall Street Journal An anthology that cleverly calls out the ways in which we dramatizeand idolizethe
lives of authors, successful and not."Huffington PostA big success."Daily BeastThis selection may appear to break the
rules, but this hilarious 'dictionary’ of literary may not be as non-fictional as you think. It helped inspire my new
favorite life-negating maxim: fail worse and go out on bottom."Flavorwire, 50 Best Independent Fiction and Poetry
Books of 2014Humorous, high-toned and absurd... It's afun book."Dallas Morning NewsSpend an hour with it...for a
bracing, mordant reminder of why almost nothing is really worth bothering with."Paris, Staff PicksOne of Liberty
Hardy's (RiverRun Bookstore) Must-Read Books from Indie Presses for 2014, on Book RiotA mesmerizing and
hilarious little book."FlavorwireWonderful... A must read." PopMattersA Best Gift Book of 2014 in The Guardian
(UK)This gloriously delicious testament to efforts of the wordy kind that seem to have gone off the rails offers the
literary shenanigans of some rather suspect authors."BookTrib[A] delightful compendium... The BDLF isaclever put-
on, a brisk stroll...guided by Roses fastidious prose and copious literary references, but it isalso a clarion for the
infinite possibilities of literature."Failure MagazineA delightful account... Genius."Free Lance-Star (Fredericksburg,
VA)This lovely brown book presentsinsights into 52 literary failurescollected by C D Rose and retold with both care
and wit. Every single one made me laugh, and | dont just mean with schadenfreude or a dry resigned croak at the
common fate of so many writers. Asunlikely asit sounds, | found this book immensely cheering.Mind and
LanguageA glorious alphabetical compendium of those who never achieved greatness.Stuart Kelly, Books of the Y ear,
The Scotsman (UK)More a short story collection than adictionary, this book is an homage to the many ways writers
can fail... Failure. Of the most spectacular kind."LitReactorOffers us a shadow history of literature... Whether the
subject is Icarus-like or more of a Walter Mitty, Roses writing is unfailingly sympathetic and inventive."Workshy
FopA series of clever (and occasionaly hilarious) literary vignettes Rose makes highly literate and arcane references
to avast number of authors and literary theoreticians, and its great fun for the reader to become part of the
game.Kirkus s, starred reviewTaking long-form comedy to brave new heights Rose well utilizes that trick good writers
have of including readers and making them feel smart.”Library Journal Tongue is definitely in cheek here Each [writer]
fail[s] better than the one before.Booklist"A page turner of the best sort of slow motion, train wreck sort of way... Give
this petite compendium aread!" Susan Mulder, Rejection Chronicles'A wonderful book. At long last someone has
invented these failures and given them their due. We owe C. D. Rose an incal culable debt.” Steve Hely, author ofHow |
Became A Famous Novelist "A funny look at literary legends who, for one reason or another, managed to fall into
oblivion (or fail to get noticed in the first place). From authors leaving masterpieces on trains, to those who
compulsively--and literally--eat their words, this book will get you thinking about losses to literature that we'll never
get to hear about. Just don't eat this book, please. Or, if you must, buy another copy afterwards... and restrain yourself
from eating that one, too." Jen Campbell, author of Weird Things Customers Say in BookshopsandThe Bookshop
BookFrom the Hardcover edition.About the AuthorC. D. ROSEwas born in the north of England and studied in several
of that countrys elite universities, including the University of East Anglia, where he went to do an M.A. in creative
writing, and Edge Hill University, where heis at work on a Ph.D. Hisresearch into great lost literary works drew him
on to live and work in several different countries, including Italy, France, Russia and the United States, where he
enjoyed a number of encounters with curious authorial personalities. His research interests have not abated, and now,
though based in England, he continuesto travel in an unending quest for that one elusive, perfect tale.From the



Hardcover edition.



