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lain Banks: The Business. A Novel before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised The Business: A Novel:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of A great author's less spectacular effortsBy peterNZEnjoyed
the read, but the book did seem to end rather suddenly, leaving alot of mattersup in the air. It seemed to methat a
deadline must have been looming.While mostly enjoyable, there were quite afew diversions from the story in the form
of postulations of the views of the main character that did not appear to me to contribute to the plot.Generadly, a
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pleasant enough read, but not one of lain Banks' best.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not his best
workBy DAVID R ALLENNot abad read but seems to meander at the end.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. Compelling Heroine in the fight of greed against greater goodBy Sally Ann MeliaThe Business by lain
BanksMy rating: 5 of 5 starsl have read al of lain Banks novels and this oneis one of my favourites. The Business
from where the book getsits name is a centuries old concern, at one point in the novel it is suggested that its history
stretches back as far as the Roman Empire, but the story postulates the compelling conceit that over centuries The
Business has been built up with assets and resources that go beyond countries and national powersto influence every
part of the world.Unexpectedly, at the top of The Businessis a strictly meritocratic management structure, and here we
come to the main story which is that of Kate who by a chance encounter on a housing estate outside Coatbridge,
Glasgow, was lifted out of dire poverty to become Kathryn Telman, a senior executive officer, third level (counting
from the top).I won't say much about the story, except to say it had me hooked from the very start. It keeps the reader
interested by using avariety of styles, phone conversations, emails, interview extracts; but also by a globe spanning
selection of locals from Texasto Tibet, Y orkshire to Geneva. When it comes to describing how the very wealthy and
eccentric spend their money, lain Banks is as ever witty and entertaining.l think what | find compelling about this
book is the character of Kate Telman, as always lain Banks femal e heroines are excellent, and the overall story of not
necessarily good vs evil, but greed vsthe greater good. Also some interesting reflections on what makes a happy life.

From one of Britain's most celebrated authors comes this fast-paced and wickedly satirical novel -- aready atop
bestseller in England -- about a highly secretive, centuries-old organization bent on global domination.From Silicon
Valley to Scotland's Silicon Glen, Kate Telman trawls the globe in search of opportunitiesfor her place of
employment, cryptically known only as The Business. Though raised from girlhood to be a partner in The Business,
Kateis still trying to navigate the mysterious world of the cabal-like organization whose origins predate the Christian
church.With tentacles stretching from the ice-fields of Antarcticato aremote Himalayan principality, The Business
boasts possession of abook of DaVinci cartoons, pornographic paintings by Michelangelo, and several sets of crown
jewels. Yet its exact nature seems to be vague to the point of invisibility. In the course of her journey, Kate beginsto
uncover some curious facts about her enigmatic employer, and to keep control of her life she must learn to do The
Business.Initsfirst week out, The Business hit #3 on the Times of London's bestseller list, with tens of thousands of
British readers having thrilled to this visciously funny commentary on corporate takeovers, the rise of the Internet, and
other post-Cold War struggles for economic and political domination.

.com lain Banks is a multi-generic, multi-task dream. On one hand, he's produced a series of science fiction novels
(Feersum Endjinn, Inversions) that have achieved cult status in his native Britain. On the other hand, he has dipped
into the world of contemporary fiction with a number of equally successful works (The Bridge, Complicity). Fans of
both rely on Banks's acidic wit, elegantly clever prose, and sometimes befuddling but always fascinating plot twists.
The Business, adly satire of corporate success, begins with every promise of fulfilling those standards. Kathryn
Telman, "a senior executive officer, third level (counting from the top) in acommercial organization which has had
many different names through the ages but which, these days, we usually just refer to as the Business," has been
selected to negotiate the Business's purchase of the sovereign state of Thulahn (where "the royal palace is heated by
yak dung" and the "national sport is emigration"). Corporate takeovers are small potatoes compared to the acquisition
of an entire country, and Kathryn's politely scheming superiors have set their sights on a seat at the United Nations and
the "unrestricted use of that perfect smuggling route called the diplomatic bag." Kathryn's voice, at once polished and
gritty, isthe novel's strongest point. Her wry dissections of the Business, its motives and ambitions, its members, and
the delightful irony of negotiating with Thulahn's crown prince (who is more interested in matrimony than
marketeering) are sheer reading pleasure. And the notion of an ancient, omnipotent, secretive corporation is a great
starting point for any number of stories. But The Businessis, sadly, next to bankrupt on the level of plot. Of the two
storylines that structure the novel (the takeover of Thulahn and Kathryn's growing suspicion of high-level fraud),
neither amounts to much. Their development and resol ution, such asthey are, seem so haphazard that the reader might
wonder whether Banks just lost interest in his own story. For dedicated Banks fans, The Business may not be on a par
with his other outings, but the pleasure of his prose is nonethel ess satisfying. Newcomers to the Banks mystique,
having no points of reference, may be well content with his arch humor and forceful characterization. --Kelly
FlynnFrom Publishers WeeklyEver since The Wasp Factory first bent readers mindsin 1984, prolific Scottish author
Banks has tantalized and terrified with his eerily accurate representations of humanity at its twisted best and worst.
Lighter in mood than some of his previous novels, his latest, a bestseller in Great Britain, is still shot through with
sinister undertones. In arecognizable but slightly tilted 1998, Kathryn Telman works for the Business, a mysterious
corporation that predates the Christian church and at one point owned the Roman Empire. Plucked from poverty in
West Scotland at the age of eight, she has been groomed for the fast track ever since. Thirty years |ater, despite her
power, money and success, she isfinally beginning to wonder just what the Businessis all about. Why was she pulled
out of Scotland just as she noticed something amiss at a subsidiary chip factory? Why has she been summoned by a



munitions-collecting higher-up to talk his nephew out of writing an incendiary anti-1slamic screenplay? Why has the
Business's sinister head of security sent her adirty DV D showing the wife of Kathryn's colleagueDand secret loveDin
anillicit tryst? And why suddenly appoint her "ambassador” to Thulahn, aremote Himalayan principality the Business
isbuying in order to gain its own seat in the U.N.? Banks offers a hilarious ook at international corporate culture and
the insatiable avarice that drivesit, but he suggests the positive potential of globalization, too. Less overtly eccentric
and sensationalistic than favorites like The Wasp Factory and A Song of Stone, the novel is aclever, genre-bending
pleasure. (Nov.) Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. The Guardian One of his most assured performances
yet....A highly inventive piece of work, amusing and sinister by turns. --



